
➢ A forum on recent developments and future directions for 
social-ecological forest system resilience research.

➢ An excellent opportunity to exchange ideas, knowledge and 
applications on this internationally important topic.

Institutional organisation: 

• The conference is organised by the PEPR FORESTT (French 
research programme on forest resilience), coordinated by the 
National Research Institute for Agriculture, Food and 
Environment (INRAE),
• Held under the auspices of Research Groups and Task Forces 
of the International Union of Forest Research Organizations
(IUFRO),

• With the involvement of voluntary regional, national, European 
or international research initiatives working on the resilience of 
social-ecological forest systems.

https://www.pepr-forestt.org/
https://www.iufro.org/


Programme overview
• 1,000-1,200 participants expected

• 32 thematic symposia (11 parallel sessions, 5 hours per symposium)

• 7 keynote talks

• Approximately 400-500 talks and 200-300 posters

• Field trips with scientists and city tours 

• Social events: closing dinner, mentorship programme, sessions for early-career researchers

• Photography and art exhibitions

• Public events, including 2 TED-style side events, 1 film screening and discussion, and science-café

• Educational activities for schoolchildren

In parallel, the International 
Union of Forest Research 

Organizations (IUFRO) will hold 
its 66th IUFRO Board Meeting 

(4-5 Oct. at the Robert Schuman 
Congress Centre)



Monday 4 Oct. Tuesday 5 Oct. Wednesday 6 Oct. Thursday 7 Oct. Friday 8 Oct. 

9:00am – 12.30pm 66th IUFRO Board meeting

Field trips around 
Metz and Nancy

Opening

2 Keynote speakers
2 Keynote speakers 2 Keynote speakers Educational 

activities*
(Metz and Nancy)

IUFRO Division 
meetings

66th IUFRO Board meeting

Symposia 1 to 10 Symposia 11 to 20 Symposia 21 to 31

12.30pm – 2:00pm Lunch Lunch Lunch

2:00pm – 6.30pm 66th IUFRO Board meeting

Field trips around
Metz and Nancy

 

City tours (Metz)

Mentorship programme 
meeting

66th IUFRO Board meeting

Symposia 1 to 10 Symposia 11 to 20 Symposia 21 to 31 Educational 
activities*

(Metz and Nancy)
Poster session 

(odd-numbered posters)
Poster session 

(even-numbered posters)

66th IUFRO Board meeting

Symposia 1 to 10 Symposia 11 to 20 Symposia 21 to 31

6.30pm – 7.30pm Welcome reception
Badge pick-up

Poster session 
(odd-numbered posters)

Poster session 
(even-numbered posters)

Keynote speaker
Closing

8:00pm – 10:00pm Public talks (Metz)* Film screening and discussion 
(Metz)*

Public talks (Nancy)*

Science-cafés
(Metz and Nancy) 

Roundtable for local 
stakeholders (Metz)*

Closing dinner

(*Events held in 
French)



Scientific programme



Keynote speakers

• 7 confirmed (see list)

• Opening session with Philippe Mauguin,
INRAE Chief Executive Officer



Public talks* - in French, for a broad audience

Resilient forests, resilient societies: Which pathways in a changing world?

This event will bring together leading speakers from a wide range of disciplines, sectors and backgrounds to
explore the resilience of forest social-ecological systems in the face of the environmental, social and economic
challenges of the 21st century.

Confirmed speakers: Valérie Masson-Delmotte, Daisy Copeaux, Francis Martin, Laurent Tillon, Stéphane 
Viéban, Hervé Le Bouler, Arnaud Sergent, Hervé Jactel, Bruno Moulia, Antoine Kremer, Catherine Lenne

• Part 1 : Metz, Monday 4 October 2027, 8:00pm-10:00pm

• Part 2 : Nancy, Tuesday 5 October 2027, 8:00pm-10:00pm



Location
Robert Schuman Convention Centre, Metz: 
https://www.gl-events.com/en/robert-
schuman-convention-centre

• Auditorium (capacity 1,214) 
• 9 parallel rooms (capacity 180 to 50) 
• Additional room for childcare services 
• Main Hall (2,168 m² ) : 

o Career opportunities panel
o Scientific journal exhibition booths
o Photo exhibitions

Access:
• Luxembourg > Metz : 40 min
• Bruxelles > Metz : 2h 45m
• Strasbourg > Metz : 1h 30m

• Nancy > Metz : 40 min
• Paris > Metz : 1h 20m by TGV

https://www.gl-events.com/en/robert-schuman-convention-centre
https://www.gl-events.com/en/robert-schuman-convention-centre


Around
Centre Pompidou-Metz: Museum of contemporary Arts
https://www.centrepompidou-metz.fr/en

Metz and Nancy: two historic European cities where culture, 
science, and creativity meet

Lorraine’s forests and natural environment: 
a rich setting for forest and forest-sector research

https://www.centrepompidou-metz.fr/en


Scientific Committee
➢ Finalisation of the list of symposia (thematic coverage

+ involvement of scientific networks)
➢ Selection of keynote speakers



Organising Committee 
• Coordination 

o Congress centre and catering services
o Participant registration - service provider
o Event documents

• Communications (flyer, website, announcements, etc.)

• Funding 

• Social events for conference participants: 
o Mentorship programme
o Sessions for early-career researchers
o Closing dinner

• Field trips and city tours (in Nancy and Metz)

• Public and community engagement (in Nancy and Metz)
o Public-facing conferences/ TEDx-style events / Film screenings
o Roundtable discussion with local policymakers
o Science cafés 
o Educational activities for schoolstudents

• Art and science activities (Metz)
o Photography and art exhibitions

• Travel awards



Registration and call for abstracts opening schedule

• August 2026: Symposium themes announced

• September - December 2026: Call for abstracts (talks and posters)

• February 2027: Full programme announced (keynotes, talks, posters)

• February - May 2027: Early registration

• June - August 2027: Late registration

• 5 to 7 October 2027: Conference 

➢ Sign up to receive updates when 
registration opens and the call 
for abstracts is launched:



PEPR* FORESTT**
*Priority Research and   
Equipment Programme
** FORESTs and global 
environmental changes: 
social-ecological 
systems in Transition

450 French scientists involved

15 other projects

98 research labs, 45 partner institutions

Website: www.pepr-forestt.org/eng
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