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The University of Northern British Columbia (UNBC) invites applications and nominations for a Program Chair in 
the area of Integrated Wood Engineering and Design. 

UNBC is “Canada’s Green University” ™. Our commitment to Environmental Sustainability is integral to our 
decision making and growth. In response to a global need for sustainable building practices, UNBC is 
establishing a research focused Centre of Excellence in Wood Structures Design and Engineering.  At the core 
of the Centre will be a small dedicated group of internationally leading researchers with expertise in wood 
structures, wood connections, building policy and regulations,  and sustainable and healthy building design.  In 
collaboration with other premier institutes from around the world, this team of research focused faculty will 
develop three graduate programs: A course based Masters of Engineering in Integrated Wood Design, and two 
research based programs: a Masters of Applied Science, and eventually a PhD in Applied Science in Wood 
Structures Engineering and Design.   

The program will be offered from North America’s newest, and most innovative wood building, designed by 
world-renowned architect and sustainable design proponent, Mr. Michael Green, Michael Green Architecture.  

We are seeking a Program Chair with a desire to transform and elevate the global perception of the role wood 
buildings can play in a sustainable future. The Lead Researcher will have the unique opportunity to create a 
research team dedicated to pushing the limits of wood design. The team will be responsible for designing and 
delivering a dynamic, industrially relevant and transformative graduate program dedicated to research and 
professional programming in sustainable wood structures design and engineering.  

The Program Chair will be committed to the mission and values of the University of Northern British Columbia. 
The ideal candidate will assemble, and be able to provide creative and inspirational leadership for, a team of 
faculty. S/he will be a person of vision, an articulate spokesperson for the Centre of Excellence for Wood 
Structures Engineering, and will be energetic, innovative, and internationally recognized in the area of wood 
Engineering and Design.  The candidate will work closely with industry and design professionals in both 
Canada and abroad, ensuring the program is vibrant, connected and relevant to the industry. The candidate will 
hold a PhD in a relevant discipline and be a Professional Engineer in Canada, or have credentials which will 
allow them to become accredited in Canada within three years.  They will have proven experience in building 
effective and innovative research teams, and be an effective and engaging instructor at the graduate level.  
They will be known for their interdisciplinary approach and their ability to connect with fellow academics, their 
community and the wood design and engineering community.  

UNBC is a primarily undergraduate research intensive university located near the geographic center of beautiful 



British Columbia, Canada.  Established in the community of Prince George in 1994, UNBC has quickly built a 
reputation as a top ranked Canadian University in both undergraduate and graduate education, and research.  
UNBC values experiential learning, student engagement and interdisciplinary study. Our low student to faculty 
ratio provides both undergraduate and graduate students with substantial opportunities to work closely with 
faculty and gain valuable research experience. Our graduates are becoming the leading researchers, 
innovators and entrepreneurs in the North and beyond.    

Applicants should forward their cover letter, curriculum vitae and the names and addresses of three references (including telephone, 
fax, and email information) quoting competition #FAENG06-13 to:  The Office of the Provost, University of Northern British Columbia, 
3333 University Way, Prince George, B.C., V2N 4Z9.  Fax:  (250) 960-5791.  Please direct inquiries to: Dr. Daniel A. J. Ryan, Dean of 
the College of Science and Management, at Telephone (250) 960-5555, Email <Daniel.Ryan@unbc.ca>.  This position is being 
advertised subject to budgetary approval.  Electronic submissions of CVs can be forwarded to:  FacultyRecruitment@unbc.ca. 
 
All qualified candidates are encouraged to apply; however, Canadians and permanent residents will be given priority.  The University of 
Northern British Columbia is committed to employment equity and encourages applications from women, aboriginal peoples, persons with 
disabilities and members of visible minorities. 
 

 
Applications received on or before October 31, 2013 will receive full consideration; 

however applications will be accepted until the position is filled.   
 

 


